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1. Summary of Key Data 
 

 Current annual civil legal aid spending on children and young people (out of a total budget of £860m): 
o £145m on 41,000 cases involving under 18s (of which £120m is on family cases) 
o £125m on 124,000 cases involving 18-24 year olds (of which £90m is on family cases) 
o Over 80% of current spend is on legal representation (of which 60% is accounted for by under 18s), with remainder on legal help (of which 

three-quarters is accounted for by 18-24s) 
 

 6,000 children under 18 and 69,000 young people aged 18-24 will lose entitlement to civil legal aid if the proposals contained in the Legal Aid, 
Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Bill become law including: 

o 25,840 social welfare law cases, costing £5.8m per year, including: 
Á 9,040 debt cases costing £2.1m 
Á 1,990 employment cases costing £0.5m 
Á 5,680 housing cases costing £1.4m 
Á 9,130 welfare benefits cases costing £1.8m.  

o 10,990 immigration and asylum cases costing £21.7m 
o 34,580 family cases (all for 18-24s) costing £25m 
o 1,090 clinical negligence cases costing £5.5m 
o 210 education cases costing £0.6m 
o 2,025 other cases costing £2.9m 

 

 The total cost of all the cases being taken out of scope is £10m for children under 18 and £40m for young people aged 18-24 
 

 Community Legal Advice telephone service helped 21,149 children and young people in 2010/11  

o Total cost of CLA for C&YP was £2m in 2010/11, up from £1.1m in 2008/09 ς an 89% increase 

o Average cost of a CLA case for people of all ages has increased by 19.9% in two years 

o 18-нп ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΩ ŎŀǎŜǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻƴ ŀǾΦ ϻнлΦоу όмт҈ύ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƎŜŘ нр ϧ ƻǾŜǊΤ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǎŜǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ϻнуΦрл (24%) less  



 

2. Legal aid volumes & costs (staying in/out of scope post reforms), broken down by age and category of law 

Based on 2009-10 closed cases.  

Data provided by MOJ on 10/10/11 ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ōȅ WǳǎǘwƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

MOJôs Table Notes: 
1) Figures have been rounded appropriately therefore the totals may not sum to their individual components therefore the percent figures may not exactly relate to 
rounded totals. 
2) The figures sum legal help (excluding telephone advice) and legal representation 
3) Some categories which are remaining in scope may have some of the category out of scope in the figures. Similarly, some categories which are to be out of scope 

may have some of the category in scope in the figures. This is due to mis-reporting of data. 

 

a) Civil Legal Aid ς All Ages 

  Volume Cost (£m) % Volume % Cost 

  Current 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope Current 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope In Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

Family 371,610 124,590 247,020 594 425 167 34% 66% 72% 28% 

                      

Asylum 71,380 70,920 460 56 56 0 99% 1% 100% 0% 

Immigration 59,390 5,830 53,560 29 6 23 10% 90% 20% 80% 

                      

Mental Health 38,180 38,180 0 35 35 0 100% 0% 100% 0% 



                      

Community Care 8,050 7,960 90 5.3 5.3 0.0 99% 1% 99% 1% 

Debt 107,440 27,020 80,420 26 7 18 25% 75% 28% 72% 

Employment 14,870 2,940 11,930 5.1 1.1 4.0 20% 80% 21% 79% 

Housing 113,530 72,640 40,890 49 38 11 64% 36% 76% 24% 

Welfare Benefits 109,800 30 109,770 23 0 23 0% 100% 1% 99% 

                      

Actions Against 

Police 4,510 2,250 2,260 3.8 1.8 2.0 50% 50% 47% 53% 

Consumer 3,545 0 3,545 3.2 0.0 3.2 0% 100% 1% 99% 

Education 1,990 1,040 960 2.6 1.6 1.0 52% 48% 59% 41% 

Clinical Negligence 5,600 820 4,780 17 6 11 15% 85% 34% 66% 

Miscellaneous 4,860 980 3,880 5.8 2.1 3.7 20% 80% 36% 64% 

Personal Injury 2,760 180 2,580 4.0 0.7 3.3 6% 94% 18% 82% 

Public Law 2,660 2,420 240 6.6 6.5 0.1 91% 9% 98% 2% 

Grand Total 920,200 357,800 562,300 864 591 273 39% 61% 68% 32% 

 

 



b) Civil Legal Aid ς Under 18s 

  Volume Cost (£m) % Volume % Cost 

  Current In Scope 

Out of 

Scope Current In Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

Family 23,310 23,310 0 122 122 0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

                      

Asylum 7,950 7,930 20 8.5 8.5 0.0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

Immigration 2,700 210 2,490 1.5 0.4 1.1 8% 92% 24% 76% 

                      

Mental Health 710 710 0 0.7 0.7 0.0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

                      

Community Care 990 990 0 1.1 1.1 0.0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

Debt 360 80 280 0.1 0.0 0.1 23% 77% 38% 62% 

Employment 110 20 90 0.0 0.0 0.0 15% 85% 17% 83% 

Housing 1,480 1,050 430 0.6 0.5 0.1 71% 29% 78% 22% 

Welfare Benefits 1,330 0 1,330 0.3 0.0 0.3 0% 100% 2% 98% 

                      



Actions Against Police 180 90 90 0.2 0.1 0.1 49% 51% 44% 56% 

Consumer 25 0 25 0.0 0.0 0.0 0% 100% 0% 100% 

Education 330 220 110 1.0 0.6 0.4 65% 35% 57% 43% 

Clinical Negligence 870 230 640 6.9 2.3 4.6 27% 73% 33% 67% 

Miscellaneous 150 50 100 0.6 0.3 0.3 33% 67% 53% 47% 

Personal Injury 330 30 300 1.8 0.2 1.6 9% 91% 12% 88% 

Public Law 290 270 20 0.6 0.6 0.0 93% 7% 99% 1% 

Grand Total 41,100 35,200 5,900 146 137 9 86% 14% 94% 6% 

 

c) Civil Legal Aid ς 18 to 24 

  Volume Cost (£m) % Volume % Cost 

  Current 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope Current In Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope Out of Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

Family 54,550 19,970 34,580 90 64 25 37% 63% 72% 28% 

                      

Asylum 14,300 14,220 80 11.0 11.0 0.0 99% 1% 100% 0% 

Immigration 9,420 1,020 8,400 4.7 0.9 3.7 11% 89% 20% 80% 



                      

Mental Health 4,370 4,370 0 3.9 3.9 0.0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

                      

Community Care 1,000 990 10 0.7 0.7 0.0 99% 1% 100% 0% 

Debt 11,370 2,610 8,760 2.6 0.6 2.0 23% 77% 24% 76% 

Employment 2,390 490 1,900 0.7 0.2 0.5 20% 80% 23% 77% 

Housing 15,420 10,170 5,250 5.5 4.2 1.3 66% 34% 77% 23% 

Welfare Benefits 7,800 0 7,800 1.6 0.1 1.5 0% 100% 7% 93% 

                      

Actions Against Police 650 330 320 0.6 0.3 0.3 50% 50% 47% 53% 

Consumer 270 0 270 0.1 0.0 0.1 0% 100% 1% 99% 

Education 140 40 100 0.3 0.1 0.2 31% 69% 28% 72% 

Clinical Negligence 520 70 450 1.4 0.4 0.9 13% 87% 32% 68% 

Miscellaneous 520 100 420 0.4 0.2 0.2 20% 80% 45% 55% 

Personal Injury 470 20 450 0.3 0.0 0.3 4% 96% 13% 87% 

Public Law 360 330 30 0.7 0.7 0.0 90% 10% 96% 4% 

Grand Total 123,600 54,700 68,800 125 88 37 44% 56% 71% 29% 



 

d) Civil Legal Aid ς 25 Plus 

  Volume Cost (£m) % Volume % Cost 

  Current 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope Current In Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

In 

Scope 

Out of 

Scope 

Family 293,750 81,310 212,440 382 239 142 28% 72% 63% 37% 

                      

Asylum 49,130 48,770 360 36 36 0 99% 1% 99% 1% 

Immigration 47,270 4,600 42,670 23 5 18 10% 90% 20% 80% 

                      

Mental Health 33,100 33,100 0 30 30 0 100% 0% 100% 0% 

                      

Community Care 6,060 5,980 80 3.5 3.5 0.0 99% 1% 99% 1% 

Debt 95,710 24,330 71,380 23 7 16 25% 75% 29% 71% 

Employment 12,370 2,430 9,940 4.4 0.9 3.5 20% 80% 21% 79% 

Housing 96,630 61,420 35,210 43 33 10 64% 36% 76% 24% 

Welfare Benefits 100,670 30 100,640 21 0 21 0% 100% 1% 99% 




